
Wednesday, April 27
6:00 – 8:00 PM Registration and Early Bird Reception

Thursday, April 28
8:00 AM Registration continues

9:15 – 10:30 First General Session
Speaker: The Honorable Thomas Jackson,
President, Virginia Board of Education

10:30– 10:45 BREAK

10:45 – Noon Workshop Presentations, Part I

12:15 – 1:45 PM Second General Session : Luncheon
Speaker: Rodney A. Smolla, Dean,
University of Richmond Law School, VA

2:00 – 3:15 Workshop Presentations, Part II

3:15 – 3:30 BREAK 

3:30 – 4:45 Workshop Presentations, Part III

5:00 – 6:00 Conference Reception: The Roof Garden
Norfolk Waterside Marriott

6:00 PM Dinner on your own

Friday, April 29

8:45 – 10:00 AM Workshop Presentations, Part IV

10:00 – 10:15 BREAK

10:15 – 11:30 Workshop Presentations, Part V

11:45 – 1:15 PM Third General Session:  Luncheon
Speaker: Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker, 
Dean, McGeorge School of Law, 
University of the Pacific, CA

1:30 – 2:45 Workshop Presentations, Part VI

2:45 – 3:00 BREAK

3:00 – 4:15 Workshop Presentations, Part VII

6:30 PM Optional Harbor Tour:
“Spirit of Norfolk” Dinner Cruise
(Advance Registration Required)

Saturday, April 30

8:00 – 9:30 AM Fourth General Session (Seated Breakfast)
Speaker: Thomas Hutton, Staff Attorney, 
National School Boards Association

9:30 –11:00 “Ask the Experts”: Hot Topics and
Open Forum

11:00 AM Adjourn

3RD VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH
EDUCATION LAW CONFERENCE

APRIL 28-30, 2005
Norfolk Waterside Marriott, Norfolk, VA

Registration Form
Return the completed form with payment or appropriate payment authorizations. Form may be mailed, faxed or e-
mailed to the Commonwealth Educational Policy Institute at the contact information included at the end of this form.

Name ______________________________________________ Title ______________________________________________

Organization ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Preferred name for name tag ________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________ State __________ Zip __________________________________

Business Phone: (      ) ________________ Fax: (      ) ________________ email ____________________________________

REGISTRATION FEE  Please enter appropriate fees and total payment. Registration will not be processed unless accompanied by
payment (check) or the appropriate payment authorizations (Institutional Purchase Order Number or Credit Card charge authorization.)

$335.00 Registration fee if received by CEPI/VCU after March 1. (Includes 3 conference meals, Special event reception,
complimentary refreshments during the two days, and the conference proceeding publication. The registration fee does not
include the Friday evening dinner/harbor cruise. This option must be selected and paid with the submission of registration
form.)

$285.00 Early Bird Registration Fee if received by CEPI/VCU by March 1, 2005.

$135.00 Full-time graduate student registration fee (Verification required - Available only to full-time graduate education
or law students whose registration forms are co-signed by appropriate university official certifying student status.)

Reservation payment for the optional “Spirit of Norfolk” Dinner Cruise on Friday evening April 29. ($55 per person -
__ # participants)

$ ________ TOTAL FEE PAYMENT

* Your telephone authorization permits Virginia Commonwealth University’s Commonwealth Educational Policy Institute to charge your credit card for the Virginia Education Law Conference. Return or fax completed form to
Commonwealth Educational Policy Institute, Virginia Commonwealth University, P.O. Box 842020, Richmond, Virginia 23284-2020.
Phone: (804) 827-3290 • Fax ((804) 828 –2768 • e-mail: cepi@vcu.edu • website www.cepionline.org

NOTE: Registrants for the conference will receive a complete schedule of workshop topics and presenters, in advance of the conference, to facilitate planning of participants’ personal conference schedules.

Refunds of registration fees may be made, if cancellation notice is received in the CEPI office no later than March 15, 2005. After March 15, 2005, refunds may be made less a $150 processing fee

TENTATIVE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Payment or Payment Authorization (Please indicate payment selection.)
_____ Payment by check enclosed made payable to VCU/CEPI.   Check number_________

_____ Payment being processed by approved organization Purchase Order # ____________
Name of organization ______________________________________________________________________________

_____ Credit Card Authorization (Please complete and sign)

American Express         Discover         Mastercard         Visa
Card Number ______________________________ Expiration Date ______ Amount Paid __________________________
Name (Last, First printed) of Purchaser ________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder’s Name (Last, First printed) ____________________Cardholder’s Telephone Number ________________________
Cardholder’s Signature* (Note date and time if telephone call) ______________________________________________________

Transportation
The Norfolk International Airport is 15 minutes from downtown.  A number of airlines serve the city: Southwest, US Airways, Continental,
Delta, Northwest, American, United, and Independence Air.  Commercial limousine and taxi service is available from the airport.

Parking and Van Information
Self parking is available at the Main Street Garage across from the hotel and the Waterside Festival Parking Deck.  Valet parking is available
at the front entrance.

Norfolk in the Spring!

Norfolk is lovely at this time of
year. The city will be in full
bloom with the tall ships sailing
in the harbor.  In addition, the
conference site is within short
driving distance to  Virginia
Beach, Williamsburg,
Jamestown, Yorktown, Hampton Roads, and our nation’s capitol.
The conference location is family friendly with wonderful
opportunities for spouses, traveling companions, and children to
experience beauty and history just outside the conference doors.

Of particular interest to conference attendees may be the live
broadcast of “A Prairie Home Companion” with Garrison
Keillor, on Saturday evening, April 30th at Chrysler Hall, a few
short blocks from our hotel. Those interested in securing tickets
for this delightful variety show featuring music, comedy sketches
and Garrison Keillor’s signature monologue, “The News from
Lake Wobegon,” should go online to www.norfolkscope.com in
early February.

Explore available information and your interests at the
following sites:

Battleship USS Wisconsin
www.hrnm.navy.mil 

Chrysler Museum of Art
www.chrysler.org

Nauticus The National Maritime
Center
www.nauticus.org

Norfolk Azalea Festival
www.azaleafestival.org

Norfolk Botanical Garden
www.norfolkbotanicalgraden.org 

Norfolk Convention & Visitors Bureau
www.norfolkcvb.com 

All photos courtesy of Norfolk Convention
& Visitors Bureau and the Nortfolk
Botanical Garden

▲

Keynote Addresses by: The Honorable Thomas Jackson, President, Virginia Board of Education
Rodney A. Smolla, Dean, University of Richmond School of Law, VA
Elizabeth Rindskopf  Parker, Dean, McGeorge School of Law, University of Pacific, CA
Thomas Hutton, Staff Attorney, National School Boards Association

3RD VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH
EDUCATION LAW CONFERENCE

APRIL 28-30, 2005
Norfolk Waterside Marriott, Norfolk, VA

▼ availability will accept reservations and at the hotel’s prevailing
rate.  WE URGE YOU TO REGISTER EARLY!  It may be to
your advantage to cancel rather than lose the lower rate!

All cancellations must be received 72 hours prior to arrival to
avoid penalty.

Optional Conference Event: The Spirit of Norfolk
Dinner Cruise 

On Friday, April 29th, conference planners are excited to offer
an evening dinner cruise of the Norfolk harbor and the Elizabeth
River waterfront on the Spirit of Norfolk. Docked within two
blocks of the conference hotel, the Spirit of Norfolk features an
outdoor observation deck and two climate controlled decks, all
of which allow for year round cruising.  Highlights of the
evening include a sumptuous full-course buffet, breathtaking
skyline views of the harbor, a dynamic Cabaret show, and
dancing.  The cost of this cruise and elegant dinner is $55 per
person, excluding gratuity.  Enrollment and payment must be
made in advance on the conference registration form.
Registration for this event will be accepted until April 15th or
until full. Conference planners reserve the right to cancel the
tour for insufficient registration.  Monies will be refunded if
cancelled by conference planners.  Refunds will be made for
individual cancellations, if written notification is received by
CEPI no later than Friday, March 25, 2005.

Conference Reception

The 3rd Virginia
Commonwealth Education Law
Conference is pleased to
announce that the conference
reception hosted by 

will be held
Thursday afternoon, April 28th,
on the Roof Garden of the
Norfolk Waterside Marriott
Hotel from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
The reception will be open to
conference participants’ spouses
and/or guests.  Name badges will
be required for entrance to the
garden; spouses and guests may request entrance badges at the
conference registration table.

Commonwealth Educational Policy Institute,                       and
the participating organizations invite your participation in the 3rd
Virginia Commonwealth Education Law Conference, April 28-30,
2005 at the Norfolk Waterside Marriott in Norfolk, Virginia.  This
conference features outstanding general session speakers as well as
over 40 workshop presentation sessions and panels (See Speakers/
Presenters).  This is an exciting opportunity to hear speakers
representing more than 25 states address current educational legal
issues and to participate in small group discussions and Q & A
sessions.  The Conference program will be submitted to the Virginia
State Bar for CLE credit approval.  Non-Virginia attorneys will be
responsible for applying for CLE credit through their state bar
associations.  In addition, the School of Education of Virginia
Commonwealth University will offer continuing education units.
Applications for both CLE and CEU credits will be available at the
on-site registration desk. Graduate credit may be available upon
individual request.

Conference Lodging

The Norfolk Waterside
Marriott is the site for
conference lodging.
Overlooking the scenic
Norfolk Harbor, the
Norfolk Waterside
Marriott (235 East Main
Street, Norfolk, VA
23510) is located in the
heart of downtown
Norfolk, adjacent to the Waterside Convention Center and
connected to the Waterside Festival Marketplace, just 15 minutes
from Norfolk International Airport.  The Marriott is within
walking distance of Nauticus, The National Maritime Museum,
The Virginia Symphony, Town Point Park, MacArthur Centre,
and, of course, the Tall Ships.

Rates for the conference are $109 per night/ single or double
occupancy, plus prevailing taxes.  Check –in time is 4:00 PM.
Check-out time is 11:00 AM.  All reservations must be
guaranteed by a valid major credit card, which must be supplied
at the time of reservation.  Reservations may be made by calling
the hotel directly @ 1-800-874-0264 and referring to the “3rd
Virginia Commonwealth Education Law Conference.  

PLEASE NOTE: The special rate of $109/night will be available
until MARCH 28, 2005.  After this date, the hotel on space


